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Floorplans
i Colour fashtons come and go, but somehow all-white GROUND FLOOR
Tl houses manage 1o appear cool, chic and tmeless year upan BEFORE & AFTER
ﬁg : year Many people wiongly assume that decorating a house
I completaly 1n white is an easy option, with no nead to
worry about co-ordinating eoloums and patterms

Cheoosing the right shade of white and ensuring that the
and result dossn't look eold or become grubby actually
requites a great deal of cam, howaover, particularly 1 you
have young children to consider. Try and choose high gloss
gurfaces, washable covers and other low maintenance
finishes 1o ansure your home remains whiter than whitel

Thera are hundreds of shades of white paint available, so
try before you buy and consider sticking to a singla colour
throughout the house [or a unified {eel. Crown has [aunched
a range of ‘structured whites' featuring various different
= ‘- shades and textures (see page 3). Visit the website
] [wwnwcrownpaint co.uk) for more advice
i Az with paint, if you decide to mix and match white
,,,,, sanitaryware then remember that tones will vary,
particularly if you are importing certain items. Any
differences will be emphasised once the pleces are swde by
side in a room, and bright whites can make others appsaar
slightly grey in comparison - so do your research firat
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The brown of the dining table, chairs and sofa warms the Above: For

“l hate dark rooms, so the

double reception space, and the invitng vivid blue Ligna mm“‘:::hm
pﬂnr“y ms io bring in as Roset sofa makes a real dosign statemaent in the new different uses,

kitchen exte whilst also b inentl tical. Th link the spacas
(| en g nsion 1151 @50 Deing eminently practica =] with

items, like the
frash, almast Nordic feel, with splashes of colour introduced  tables here.

much light as possible.”

simple blue and white colour scheme manages to create a

in tha furniture and fabrnc,
"We've always had a love affair with white” says Donna,
"and wae knenw rom the start that every room in the house

neading a place with a garden and more ground floor living
space; which this house certainly offerad. From the start it
talt like a real family hame,” Donna recalls

How Donna and Julian transformed their home:

® Bide and rear walls of ongnal kitchen removed to make
way for the now extongions

® Addition of roof glazing and full-height patio doors

® Creation of a home office and downstairs WC

The well-proportioned, south-facing sitting room opened would ba paintad pura whita. Wa also decided on a whita

directly into the dining room and steps from the hallway led
down to a long nanrow kitchen, "We could immeadiataly see

kitchen and actually travelled out 1o [taly to meet the people
who ware producing our high-gloss cabinets. It was

the potential to extend into the side retum passag and - supposed to be a cheap one day visit, but fog meant that our
plane was rerouted and we were out there for an extra day,

"We moved into the house and livad hare Tor a year before 50 it ended up like an enforced mimi reak”

the building work bagan. This really gave us the oppartunity Spanding this time designing the bespoke kitchen proved

to get to know the place and how the sun moves from room extremely fruitful, however, and ensured that everything

create a wider multi-purpose kitchen,” says Julian, a banker.
"Unlike many of the other properties we'd viewed, this

house was well within our budget, leaving us with enough

maney to really make our mark on what was effectively a

blank canvas. Some close friends were able to recommend
an architect, whose waork we admired, and this gave us the

extra confidance we needad to take on such a major project.

Without this | don’t actually think we would have bought the

to room. By the time we'd finished all the building work we
could honestly say there was nothing we would change,
because so much thought and tweaking had gone into the
overall design”

Project Costs

wias built to order and fits seamlessly into the new space

created in the extension,

house at all* In January 2006, Donna, Julian and Henry packed their
Richard Dudzicki of RDA Architects a bags and moved Inta a rentad cottage for six months while R o L - ELRN
i graed that anlarging Demolition and site clearance: .. £6,400
the kitchan, by extending into the side passageway and out the house was virtuslly gutted and every.room received a Substructure: . .. 8,600
by tweo metras to the rear, would form a ruch more usable long-overdue makeover. Much of their fumiture remained in Superstructure: . . £53,840
kitchen/diningfliving space. Neighbouring properties had the basement - a storage decision they later came to regrat Finishes: LE11,300
already been extended and planning permission was gained when several items becama dirty and damp. In some ways, Fietnge and turoikings : r:z.qan
with relative ease. however, the nead to purchase new things for their home Services:. . - £31.550
: . ; External works: . ... .4 800
*| hate dark rooms, so the priority was to bring as much proved extrer.nﬂﬂr cathartic, and they have invested in Kitchen: . £90.000
natural light inta the buillding as possible explains Donna, a several key pieces which really show off the interiors to their Other: . TR iR .+ £40,000
lawyer, whao is currently expecting the couple’s second child. best advantage. TOTAL COST: .......... seeraenaa. . £180,040
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