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— which was set with a lablecloth, and what
most Americans would consider a formal
table setting. Mo paper
friends’ families lived much less formally by
contrast, eating cither at the kitchen island
or the informal eating area. Meanwhile, the
‘main’ rooms, which were the largest and
had clearly had the most money lavished
upon them, sat idle, waiting for some
apparently more formal folks to appear. Even
the front entry hall - the fover, as [ learned
to call it — seemed only to be used when
salespeople came to the door. Anyone whao
was a friend of the family used the side door.
It seemed like a strange arrangement but |
assumed there was some explanation that |
wils not yet privy to.

Years later, after moving to Minnesota as a
young architect, | started to work with
people looking for a more personalised
house than the ones they could buy from a
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builder or developer. The almost universal
problem, however, was that everyone seemed
to believe their money would go further than
was realistic. They wanted more house than
they could afford. So, remembering my
observations from childhood, [ started to ask
these clients what rooms they used least
frequently. My thought was that if we could
pare away the spaces that were rarely used,
accommodating those funclions in arcas of
the house that were used daily instead, we

! ® Smaller homes use less energy and
i are cheaper to run

i @ Smaller homes/rooms are cosier :
i @ Smaller homes are cheaper to build

® Constraints on size tend to

concentrate the minds of designers

@ It's pointless building rooms you
won't use and you'll enjoy the anes
you do use more

® Smaller homes tend to be friendlier
and less formal
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